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SUMMARY: PORTUGESE SOCIALIST LEADER MARIO SOARES AD- 
DRESSED CONFERENCE AS FRATERNAL DELEGATE AND RECEIVEDD 
WARM WELCOME. FOLLOWING REPLY BY ALEC KITSON, CONFERENCE 
DEBATED AND OVERWHELMINGLY APPROVED NEC BACKED RESOLUT- 
ION CONGRATULATING PROTUGESE SOCIALIST PARTY (PSP) FOR 
ITS ELECTORAL SUCCESS AND RECORDING "STRONGEST ADMIRA 
TION AND SUPPORT" FOR PSO AND SOARES. END SUMMARY. 

1. PSP GENERAL SECRETARY MARIO SOARES ADDRESSED LABOR 
PARTY CONFERENCE OCTOBER 2. CONVEYING FRATERNAL GREETING 
FROM PSP AND REPORTING ON DEVELOPMENTS IN PORTUGAL, 

SOARES ASSERTED THAT RECENT POLLS INDICATE PSP WOULD WIN 
ABSOLUTE MAJORITY IF ELECTIONS WERE HELD TODAY. HE ALSO 
STRESSED THAT SIXTH REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT COALITION 
REPRESENTED ONLY WAY IN WHICH PORTUGAL COULD SOLVE ITS 
PROBLEMS. TURNING TO RECENT LABOR PARTY CRITICISM OF 

HIM AND OF PSP, SOARES NOTED THAT PSP STRATEGY WAS OFTEN 
MISUNDERSTOOD AND OFFERED TO MEET WITH LABOR LEFT-WINGERS 
TO "EXPLAIN REALITY". PSP, HE SAID, HAS ALWAYS BEEN 
FAITHFUL TO ITS PROGRAM WHICH INCLUDES FREEDOM, HUMAN 
RIGHTS, AND DIRECT DEMOCRACY, AND HAS BEEN ABLE TO MAIN 
TAIN ITS PRIINCIPLES IN DIFFICULT SITUATION AND WITHOUT 
BLOODSHEAD. HE RECEIVED A STANDING OVATION. NEC LEFT- 
WINGER ALEC KITSON THANKED SOARES FOR ATTENDING CONFER- 
ENCE. HE LIKENED CURRENT SITUATION IN PORTUGAL TO THAT 
IN CHILE BEFORE FALL OF ALLENDE AND STRESSED THAT HISTORY 
WOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO REPEAT ITSELF. 

2. ON OCCASION OF FRATERNAL EXCHANGE, CONFERENCE TUR- 
NED TO COMPOSITE RESOLUTION ON PORTUGAL WHICH: EXPRESSED 
CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE LOSS OF DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS IN PORTU- 
GAL; CONGRATULATED PSP ROT ITS ELECTORAL SUCCESS; NO- 
TED LACK OF COMMUNIST SUCCESS; CALLED ON PORTUGESE MILIT- 
ARY TO CEDE POWER TO DEMOCRATICALLY ELECTED GOVERNMENT; 
AND RECOREDE "ITS STRONGEST ADMIRATION AND SUPPORT FOR... 

PSP AND ITS LEADER MARIO SOARES" (TEXT POUCHED). MOST 
SPEAKERS FROM FLOOR OPPOSED RESOLUTION. FOLLOWING JUDIETH 
HART/AUDREY WISE ARGUMENT THAT REAL DANGER TO DEMOCRACY 
IN PORTUGAL COMES FROM RIGHT AND QUESTIONING SOARES CRE- 
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DENTIALS AS SOCIALIST, FOREIGN SECRETARY CALLAGHAN SPOKE 
ON BEHALF NEC, URGING CONFERENCE TO APPROVE RESOLUTION. 
CALLAGHAN SCORED DELEGATES WHO SPOKE AGAINST RESOLUTION, 
DEFENDING SOARES RECORD AND HIS ACHIEVEMENTS AND THOSE 
OF PSP. HE THEN SUGGESTED "MODEST RETICENCE" ON PART OF 
THOSE WHO, HAVING NO UNDERSTANDING OF PORTUGAL, PRETEND 
TO TELL HIM AND PSP HOW THEY SHOULD ACHIEVE "DEMOCRACY 
AND SOCIALISM" IN THAT COUNTRY. RESOLUTION WAS ENDORSED 
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OVERWHELMINGLY ON SHOW OF HANDS. 

3. COMMENT: FCO IS MAKING STRONG POINT THAT SOARES IS 
PARTY VISITOR AND, BECAUSE HE CURRENTLY HOLDS NO GOVER- 
NMENT POSITION, NOT AN OFFICIAL ONE. SOARES WILL APPEAR 
IN LONDON TODAY (OCT 3), HOWEVER, AS GUEST OF HONOR AT 
LUNCHEON SPONSORED BY CATHOLIC INSTITUTE FOR INTERNATIO- 
NAL RELATIONS. 
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